











PREFACE. 


I desire to acknowledge the very great assistance I have 
derived in compiling this volume from the Report on £he 
Settlement of Balasore, by Mr. D. H. Kingsford, 1.0.8., 
which is published as an Appendix to the Final Report on 
‘the Survey and Settlement of the Province of Orissa (1890- 
1900), by Mr. S. L. Maddox, 1.0.5." i 
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CHAPTER 1. 


PHYSICAL ASPECTS. 


Darasonr, the northern district of the Orissa Commissionership 
or Division, in situated between 20° 44° and 21° 57’ north 
latitude, and between 807 16’ and 87° 2% east longitude. It 
contains an area, according to the latest survey, of 2,085 square 
miles, and a population, as ascertained by the census of 1901, of 
1,071,197 souls. The principal town, which is also the adminis- 
trative headquarters of the district, is Balasore, situated ou the 
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Ec . BALASORE, 


* recede from it. The first is a narrow maritime strip of land, in. 

many impregoated with salt and unfit for cultivation, 

, ' which has been formed by the silt-laden rivers debouching from 
the hills and the sand-burdened currents of the Bay. The second 


great 
part of the district. ‘The third belt consists of the western border, 
land, running along the foot of the hills and bordering on the 
Garbjtts, an undulating tract which gradually ascemds into the 
wooded glens and hills of the Tributary States. ; 
7” Balasore is thus naturally divided into three well-defined 
* fracta—tho mlt tract along the coast, the arable tract or rice 
country, and the submontane tract or jungle land. These three 
tracts appear as if they had been divided off artificially from 
each other by the Coast Canal, Trunk Road and railway line * 
vely, 

The salt tract ruhs the whole way down the coast, and forms 
a narrow strip, from 2 to 6 miles broad, traversed by sluggish 
brackish streams creeping along*between banks of black mud. 
Towards the beach this desolate region rises into sandy ridges, 


vr 


i 


m 
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are encircled by fine mango, pipa/, banyan,sand tamarind trees, + * 
and intersected with green shady lanes of bamboo, A few 
palmyras, date palms and screw pines also dot the expanse, or run 
in lines between the fields. 

The submontane tract is an undulating country with a red soil, The sub- 
much broken up into ravines along the foot of the hills. Masses montane 
of laterite, buried in hard ferruginous clay, crop up as rocks or 
slabs. At Kopäri about 2 square miles are almost paved with 
such slabs, dafk red in colour, perfectly flat, and highly polished. 

Here the mountain torrents have soooped out for themselves 
picturesque ravines elothed with a dense, fresh verdure of prickly 
thorns, stunted gnarled shrubs, and here and there a noble forest 
tree, Large tracts are covered with sá? jungle, which nowhere, 
however, attains to any great height. Near the hills there are 
patches of cultivated land, and the soil is often of fertility 
on account of the rich vegetable matter brogght down by the 
. mountain torrents. 

The district is watered by six,distinet river systems, viz., pro» freen 
ceeding from north to south, those of the Subarnarekhä, Pänch- "rr. 
para, Buräbalang, Jamkä, Känsbäns and Baitarani, During the 
hot weather the upper channels of these rivers dwindle to insig- 
nificant streams dotted here and there with stagnant pools; but 
in the rainy season they bring down an enormous mass of water 
from the hills in which they take their rise. They drain a 
area, and the rapidity of the current acquired among the moun 
tains sweeps down a vast quantity of silt in suspension. As soon, 

^' however, as the river leaves the broken hilly region for the level 
, delta, its current is checked, and being unable to carry down the 
M impe it deposits it in its bed. Dy degrees, » 
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after a tortuous course over a Maut, ` 

muddy bed and between densely wooded banks enters the Dhimra ง ง: ง 

mouth. This river attains a considerablo volume at usd 

Charbatia, whore it is joined by tho Coast Canal; it runs thenoe | 

the Dhåmra, which connects it with the port of Chândbâli, งง” 

It is tidal as far as Ruknädeipur, 8 miles east of Bhadrakh, and th 
is navigable up to that point by country boats, —— 

Among the minor rivers of the distriet may be mentioned the Minor 
Häskurä, Sürathâ, Pag and Nembu rivers. The Häskurä, literally rivers. 
the immi river, is a hill stream which risos in Mayür- Tue, us 
bhanj, and flowing across the Trunk Road. below Räjghät, pasos i 
over the Bastà-Balikpal road to «pra Belong, Be 
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icates through an inlet with Wo Const Ca 
contains very little water during the hot weather but has been = 


a large part of the flood of the Subarnarekhä. The Saratha runs p, "` 
d course a few miles to the south, and passing under the Sarthi, | 

bridge on the Trunk Road at Bast, runs into the sea at the mouth 

of the Pânchpâra ; it is tidal as far as the Coast Canal 10 milos from ` © 
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abandoned. The place lingered on as a ruined and 
and was known as late as the early 
weather sail out in little fleets of fifteen and 
down the «coast as far as Puri. The sands 
E at — 


century, bat no trace of it now remains. 
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grasses, 
ferns are fairly plentiful. 





Puch cl fagli oe, tai 
จ occur, 1 E, 
a little sä? (Shorea robusta) which rarely attains any size. The | 
usual bamboo is Bambusa arundinacea. Open glades are filled with 
sometimes of a reedy character ; sedges are abundant, and 





Ascentury ago, before the land had been so closely cultivated Faris, | 
and the canals constructed, the distriet abounded in wild animals. 
A traveller who visited Orissa in 1806 found himself in danger of 


entered the Province; and between Dalasofe and Cuttack, in a 
country which is pow thickly populated and closely cultivated, he 

passed through a dense jungle infested by tigers, and reguireda 
guard of sepoys to protect him from the dangers of the journey. 
Even as late as 1840 elephants were common ; tigers and leopards e 
were found all over the district, being especially numerous in the | 
heavy jungle near the coast to the south ; while immense herds of 
wild buffalo were found near the sea, und had become so large 
and numerous that they did incaloulable mischief and were a terror 
to the country. f Since that time cultivation has expanded very 
greatly, and the wild%animals which formerly ranged over tho 
cóuntry-side have had to give way before the advance of tho * 
plough;| There are still however a few survivors of the lords of the 
jungle. (Wild elephants are occasionally met with in the juhgly 
tracts to the west, but these are only stray visitors from the Keon- 
jhar Hills. ` There are also a few wild buffaloes left; and tigers, 


= 


and black bear are common near Panchpali and Jamkunda. Wolves © 
do some damage among the caltivators’ cattle, and hywna are — ` 
found all over the district, wherever there is shelter for them in — 
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panied by thunder, lightning and rain. 

The district is directly on the tract of the oyclonio storma np 
which frequently cross Orissa during the monsoon season, and the 
extremes of climate are more marked than in other parts of Bengal. 

' In April and May the average maximum temperature is 98*; A 
while the mean temperature falls from 89° in the hot * 
months to 83° in the monsoon season and to 74° in February 
The average temperature varies from 47° to 94° during the months - 

_ of December, January and February ; from 62° to 109* in 
| to May; from 66° to 94° during the rains; and from 56° to 92 
` Im October and Novembet. During recent years the highest tem- 
perature recorded was 116° in the month of May,and the lowest 
44° in the month of December. 
Giving lo the dry gelt winds, which verte Kusi NN 
across the district in the hot season, and to the well marked south- ` 


„per cent. of saturation in April and May to 89 por cent. in August. 

The normal annua! rainfall is 60 inches, of which 51 — 
-in May, 9 in June, 12 in July, 11:5 in August, 11:2 in September 
und 51 in October. Cyclonic storms occasionally occur in the 
LE gran SE gla miiba we ig a 3 

the south-west monsoon type prevails. From June to September © 
the monthly rainfall varies from 11 to 12 inches wën = 
fluctuations from year to year, as 
เล ว 
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ninth 
year of his reign, 4^, in 262 or 261 B.C. The horrors which 
. accompanied this war mado a deep intona —— e 
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which has been identified with Jäjpur in the Cuttack district, 

lay 700 Zi south-west of Tamrâlipti (Tamlük); on the south-west NT 
was a miraculous monastery, called Pushpagiri, situated on E 

a hill; and on the south-east frontier, on the borders of the SS 
ocean, lay a great walled port named Charitra. RODOWA 
On the death of Siladitya, his empire was dismembered, and, The | 
seeing tothe Madala Panji or palms loné chuoniolan of tho BEİ ŞE È 
agannäth, Orissa was under the Kesari or Lion dynasty from — 

e geg on emtury A.D. Weieen 
dynasty is denied by several scholars, but in the T 
Mahâkâvyam, a Sanskrit poem of 1409-10 4 e IE 
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11,000 to Rs. 18,000. 


| will bo found in the tablos at the end of this 
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